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Study guide for John chapter 9


1. Why do you suppose Jesus’s disciples assume sin was involved in the blindness of the 
man blind from birth, whether the man’s own sin or his parents’? 


2. What do you think Jesus means when he says in verse 3 of the man blind from birth “…this 
happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.” 


3. What do you think Jesus means when he says, “As long as it is day, we must do the works 
of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.” Is Jesus talking about day and 
night in the conventional sense? If so, why can no one work at night? If you think Jesus is 
talking about something else, what do you think he’s talking about, and why must we do the 
works of the one who sent him “As long as it is day”?


4. What do you think Jesus means when he says, “While I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world?” Do you take him to be saying that there was a time when he was not in the world? Do 
you take him to be implying that a time will come when he is no longer in the world? Do you 
think there is more to this statement of Jesus?


5. Jesus restores the sight of the man blind from birth by spitting on the ground to make mud, 
putting this mud on the man’s eyes, and telling him to go bathe in the pool of Siloam (Siloam 
means “sent” but it is also a physical place, a rock cut pool on the southern side of the old City 
of David, the initial site of Jerusalem before the Babylonian Exile). This is the only instance in all 
the gospels of Jesus using a medium, namely spittle and dirt, in a miraculous healing. What do 
you think is the significance of this spittle, mud, and instruction to bathe in the old City of 
David’s pool? Could’t Jesus simply have restored the man’s sight with a word? Why does he 
use his own saliva, some dirt, and the Old City of David’s pool in this case? 


6. Re-reading verses 8-12, how would you characterize the healed man’s attitude toward the 
restoration of his sight, toward the people asking him if it’s really him and how his eyes were 
opened, toward Jesus? Clearly he is astonished. What other words would you use to describe 
his attitude?


7. Why in the eyes of some of the Pharisees to whom the people bring the healed man does 
the fact of his being healed on the sabbath invalidate the one who healed him as someone 
from God? Put another way, why is healing on the sabbath indicative not of God’s power, but 
of another, possibly sinister, kind of power in the eyes of some of the Pharisees. 


8. Imagine for a moment that you hadn’t been raised a Christian, or, at least, raised in a 
Christianity-influenced world. Say you were meeting Jesus for the first time, as the man born 
blind in the story does. When the Pharisees ask him what he has to say about Jesus the man 
replies “He is a prophet.” This is a serious claim indeed, as there had been no consensus 
between the various Judaisms of Jesus’s day about who was really a prophet and who wasn’t 
for over three-hundred years—the last figure all agreed was a prophet was likely one of the 
minor prophets, perhaps Malachi. If you were meeting Jesus for the first time, and had no 
Sunday school education or half-remembered sermons, how would you answer the question 
“What have you to say about him?”


9. Of all the Pharisees we meet in this passage none are able to accept, it seems, that the man 
was truly healed, that Jesus healed him, that Jesus healed him on the sabbath, and that Jesus 
is from God. Why so much difficulty accepting all these premises at once? Why, indeed, so 
much difficulty accepting any one of these premises on its own? What is at stake for the 
Pharisees in accepting the man’s experience and his testimony? What do they stand to loose 
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from accepting him as he reveals himself to them? What might they stand to gain if they were 
to find a way to accept him? 


9. The Pharisees in this passage call themselves disciples of Moses. What might this mean? 
The only other figures in John’s gospel that are described as having disciples are John the 
Baptist and Jesus himself. What does it mean to be the disciple of someone living? What might 
it mean to be the disciple of Moses, a figure who, whatever central status in Hebrew Scripture 
and, potentially in God’s own eternal life, is certainly not alive and walking around? 


10. The Pharisees in chapter 34 reply to the healed man, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how 
dare you lecture us!” and then throw him out of there presence. What kind of light does this 
pronouncement cast on Jesus’s Disciples’ question to him at the start of the chapter, “Who 
sinned, this man or his parents?” What kid of light does it cast on Jesus’s response to his 
disciples? 


11. Jesus hears that the Pharisees have thrown the healed man out. The text seems to indicate 
that Jesus then went looking for him, for we are told that Jesus finds him. Do you think this is a 
significant part of the story? Who are the people the religious establishment tends to throw 
out? How do you think Jesus responds to this?


12. Upon finding the healed man Jesus asks him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” (The 
Son of Man is a very interesting, very mysterious figure first appearing in the Old Testament 
book of Daniel, a figure who comes to rule in God’s kingdom. Follow this link to the Bible 
Project’s illustrated introduction to the Son of Man figure and title, the title that Jesus uses 
most often in the gospels to refer to himself: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6cWEcqxhlI) 
Like most of you, I imagine, the man doesn’t know who this Son of Man figure is. His follow-up 
question to Jesus, though, is a remarkable one: “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Like the 
Samaritan woman at the well we met last week, the healed man finds himself wanting to 
believe in Jesus. Jesus then reveals himself to the man with a personal testimony: “You have 
nw seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man says, “Lord, I believe,” 
and worships Jesus. Would you say that salvation came to this man? 


13. There are several stages to this man’s journey: Jesus gets physically involved in his life 
through the spittle and the mud, Jesus tells him to go wash himself, he obeys, his sight is 
restored, he testifies about his healing before the people, he testifies about his healing before 
the religious authorities, the authorities throw him out, Jesus finds him, Jesus asks him if he 
believes in the Son of Man, trusting Jesus the the man says he wants to believe, Jesus reveals 
himself to the man, the man calls Jesus Lord and worships him. Is the order of these events 
significant? What might this story have to teach the church about how Jesus brings salvation 
to people? 


13. Jesus doesn’t ask this man’s permission before he restores his sight. In fact, he doesn’t 
even ask the man if he wants his sight restored. He just spits in the ground, puts the mud on 
the man’s eyes, and tells him to go wash in the pool of Siloam. What does this say about 
Jesus’s role in this man’s healing, and eventual salvation? What does it say about the man’s 
role in his own healing, and eventual salvation?


14. What do you make of Jesus’s final exchange with the Pharisees in this chapter? What does 
Jesus mean when he says, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see 
and those who see will become blind”? Who are those who are blind, and therefore not guilty 
of sin? Who are those who claim to see, whose guilt remains? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6cWEcqxhlI

